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 The Vibrant Church Initiative leadership team led by Ray Stoner 

has done their homework and an extensive report has been submitted to 

the VCI folks from our conference. This report is about us; our history 

going back 90 years; our community, near to our church and the imme-

diate surrounding areas; our statistical data; and more…down to our 

newsletters and worship bulletins. It is quite an  impressive report filled 

with details about things we can often take for granted. I did my part by 

taking two on-line leadership assessments often used in the workplace, 

the DiSC workplace profile and Strengths Finder 2.0. As Ray shared, 

this data is like having blood drawn at the doctor’s office, checking our 

blood pressure, pulse rate, etc. The one thing missing from statistics and 

gathered data is the stories. Your stories. It lacks our connected and col-

lective stories. And that is why it is very important that we make the 

weekend of September 11 -13 a top priority. We need to be present to 

meet together and to share with the folks from VCI about Perritte. We 

need to fill in the places that the data might not address. And we need to 

listen. We will have to decide in the coming month whether we fill the 

“prescriptions,” take the medicine, and embark on that new health rou-

tine.  

 I read an interesting article today from a colleague who has been 

studying the church and culture for a long time, you might say he’s an 

expert. He wrote today about our loss of “we” as we focus more and 

more on “me.” Part of the challenge is when we forget that in the Eng-

lish language the word “you” is individual and collective. When  Jesus 

and Paul use the word “you” they more often mean “y’all.” This is our 

church, we are its people. We are Perritte Memorial United Methodist 

Church. I hope you make our “check-up” weekend a priority and mark 

your calendars now and plan to attend. Also, join me as we pray for Per-

ritte and our immediate and distant future, as God continues to call us to 

action right here where we were planted.              

                                   Peace,  Pastor Lani  

Vibrant Church Initiative 

As we prepare for our VCI     
consultation weekend, we have 
the opportunity to pray together 
as a church toward a fruitful 
weekend with our VCI team. Let 
us pray that our heart’s desire 
for Perritte becomes God’s      
desire for Perritte. 

Psalm 112 
 True praise— 
praise with an active faith that is 
greater than  only emotion— 
is a daring thing. It challenges us 
to leave old paths of the human 
heart behind and reach for 
something   beyond ourselves, 
giving ourselves up to God. The 
Bible tells us to  

"always be joyful",  
and to  

"never stop praying,”  
but there are times we just don't 
feel like it. We need to learn that 
delight isn't just something we 
feel—it's something we do!  
 God's Word commands us to 
"take delight" in Him.  With every 
effort we make to draw near to 
God we are   promised He will 
come close to us (James 4:8.) 
Dare to delight in God and He 
will not only give you your 
heart's desire, He becomes your 
heart's desire!  

   —Vonnie Johnson 

Pray for VCI 

What is VCI? 
VCI launches congregations into a 
new way of being and doing church.  
It is an ongoing process for renewal 
that is “custom fit” for each congre-
gation and their mission field. 

Why do we need VCI? 
“Every church knows that its mandate is to  

‘Go and make disciples,’  
but not every church has a plan to make it happen.” 

—Dan Glover, Deepening Your Effectiveness 
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VCI Consultation Weekend 

Vibrant Church Initiative Next Weekend:  September 11-13 
This will be the time when each of us, as members of the body of 
Christ, get to have some input in keeping Perritte dynamic and 
full of Christ’s life. The components of the VCI Weekend are:  

Friday:    7-8:30pm Focus group meeting with VCI Team  
Saturday:  9-10am  Church Council meeting with VCI Team 
    10am-3pm VCI Congregational Workshop 

    Becky Byars’ famous Spaghetti for lunch and  
    daycare provided in the nursery.  
That night, the VCI Team will write their report based on  
1—the data we sent them and  
2—what they hear from us on Friday and Saturday. 

Sunday:  VCI Team presents their prescription for our  
    church at the end of the worship service. 

This report will be a prescription of how Perritte can build on our 
strengths and shore-up our weaknesses to be a more effective 
body for Christ.  
 

What happens next? 
1—Our church, will have two Town Hall meetings to discuss the  

prescription we have received and ask questions  
The two Town Hall meetings (facilitated by Ray Stoner, Pastor 
Lani, and their team of our church members) will be: 
  2:30 pm on Sunday, September 20,  
   following the monthly committee meetings, and  
  Noon on Sunday, October 4, during Covered Dish. 

2—After those two meetings, we will have a church conference in  
which we will vote as a congregation how we want to respond to 
the prescriptions of the VCI Team.  Date and time to be deter-
mined. 

From the VCI Chair 

Save these dates….. September 11-13 
Remember to keep the weekend of September 11th through the 13th on your calendars, in your plans, 
and in your prayers. This will be the time when each of us, as members of the body of Christ, get to have 
some input in keeping Perritte dynamic and full of Christ’s life. The Vibrant Church Initiative (VCI) begins 
Friday with staff interviews and a meeting of the VCI team with a small focus group. On Saturday morn-
ing and early afternoon we will all get involved. (By the way, Becky Byars will be cooking up her famous 
Valentine’s Day Spaghetti for lunch to help us keep our strength up.) The VCI team will then write up 
their report and present it to the Church on Sunday morning. This report will be a suggested plan on 
how Perritte can pump some more life into our Church. It will be based on what they see in the “facts-
and-figures” we have sent them and what they hear from us on Friday and Saturday. The plan will not be 
a new program that we ought to begin  using, but a way to build on our strengths and shore-up our        
weaknesses to be a more effective body for Christ. It is vital to be built on the input of the whole congre-
gation and so we hope to see most of Perritte there.         —Ray Stoner 

NEWS BRIEFS 

Bishop visits East District 
Our Bishop will be at FUMC 
Lufkin on Monday, September 14, 
from 6-8pm the speak to the  
laity of the East District. 
 
Small Town America Tour  
All Youth are invited to caravan 
to the Small Town America Tour 
at the Angelina County Expo 
Center in Lufkin on Saturday, 
Sept. 12 at 7pm.  Please get your 
permission slip from Judy Al-
lensworth and let her know how 
many tickets you need.  Youth 
will meet in our parking lot at 
5:15pm that evening with $5 to 
pay for their ticket.  Zack Al-
lensworth and other adults will 
be driving the caravan to Lufkin 
to hear Fireflight, Seventh Day 
Slumber, Shonlock, and Scarlet 
White.  Don’t forget to eat before 
you come! 
 
Family Fun Night 
Please join us on Friday night, 
September 18, at Gary & Vonnie 
Johnson’s home for a Family Fun 
Night  from 6-8pm.  Enjoy fish-
ing in their pond and bring a 
snack to share as we visit. 


